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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous 
Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's 
submission filed on May 19, 2006 has been entered. Claims 10 and 16 are 
amended. Claims 17-46 are withdrawn. Now, Claims 1-16 are pending. 

2. Claim rejection(s) under 35 USC 1 12 in the previous Office Action (Paper 
No. 012106) is/are removed. 

3. Claim rejection(s) under 35 USC 102 and 103 in the previous Office Action 
(Paper No. 012106) is/are removed. 

Patel (US 5 691 067) discloses a conposition comprising a silicone resin, a 
PTFE, etc. (col. 2, lines 20-33, col. 3, lines 59-65, col. 4, lines 46-51 and 
Examples) The amount of PTFE is described in col. 4, lines 46-51 and in Coating 
10, Coating 1 8, etc. However, Patel does not teach or fairly suggest the use of an 
addition-cured silicone polymer. It is noted tiiat an addition-cured silicone polymer 



Application/Control Number: 10/685,052 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1712 

contains the linkages (silylalkylene) derived from Si-H and Si-alkenyl groups, 
while Patel's cured polymer is prepared from Dow Coming 6-2230 or SY-430, 
which contains the linkages (siloxane) derived from Si-OH and another Si-OH 
groups (col. 5, lines 26-34 and col. 7, lines 56-60). It is noted that Patel does not 
even teach any methyl vinyl silicone polymer. 

Beale (US 2003/0047838) teaches the use of a blend of a polysiloxane and 
FIFE for making flexible bakeware. ([0007], [0021], [0029], [0037] and [0042]) 
However, Beale does not teach or fairly suggest the use of the PTFE in an amount 
set forth in the present invention. Especially, in the specification ([0075]) which is 
further si:q)ported by the Affidavit filed on May 1, 2006, Applicants indicate fliat 
when the amount of PTFE is higher tiian about 15 wt% in the present invention, 
die flexible bakeware exhibits unexpected results such as less favorable food 
release properties (i.e., worse food release characteristics than formulations in 
which PTFE is not included), problems with mold release, etc., which is in 
contradictory to the results one would expect from incorporation of PTFE in view 
of its known excellent release properties and relatively low coefficient of friction. 
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4. The following Office action is based on the newly discovered references, 
Martellato (US 2002/0171027) and Kabayashi (US 5 428 097). Examiner 
apologizes for causing any inconvenience. 



Double Patenting 

5 . Rejections of Claims 1-16 under double patenting are maintained because 
the rejections are adequately set forth in paragraphs 3-6 of Paper No. 061 105. 
Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. The 
focus argument related to the core patentability is discussed below. Applicants 
request that the rejections be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. Claims 1-9 and 11-15 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Martellato (US 2002/0171027) in view of Kobayashi (US 5 428 
097). 

For Claims 1-2, 4-9 and 11-15, Martellato teaches a flexible bakeware 
apparatus made of silicone material so that ihe bakeware apparatus is found in the 
applications at both extremely low temperatures for refrigeration and very high 
temperatures. ([0002]) Martellato is silent on the specific silicone material used. 
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However, Kobayashi teaches an addition-cured silicone rubber composition 
(Abstract, col. 1, line 61 to col. 2, line 46 and col. 3, line 62 to col. 4, line 20) 
containing a fluorine resin powder in an amount described in col. 2, lines 9-22 and 
Examples. The motivation of iising Kobayashi is to afford a molding composition 
with good processability, good molding properties and good resistance to both 
heat and cold. (Abstract and col. 1, lines 13-34) In light of the benefit mentioned, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art at the time of die 
invention was made to utilize Kobayashi' s composition for preparing Martellato's 
flexible bakeware apparatus. Should Applicants argue that Kobayashi is a non- 
analogous art for the purpose of rejection. Applicants are referred to MPEP 
2141.01(a) which states that a reference maybe relied on as a basis for rejection of 
an applicant's invention if it is "reasonably pertinent to the particular problem with 
which the inventor is concerned." A reasonably pertinent reference is further 
described as one which "even though it may be in a different field fi-om that of the 
inventor's endeavor, it is one which, because of the matter with which it deals, 
logically would have commended itself to an inventor's attention in considering his 
problem." Therefore, although Kobayashi is from different fields than that of the 
current application, it discloses a silicone rubber conqjosition with good 
processability, good molding properties and good resistance to both heat and 
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cold, which is especially pertinent to the invention at hand. The silicone 
conposition are exemplified in Kobayashi's Application Examples. Kobayashi 
further teaches the use of ground quartz, (col. 4, lines 21-43) Kobayashi teaches 
the use of chloroplatinic acid. (col. 3, line 62 to col. 4, line 15) The amount of the 
silicone hydride is exemplified in Examples. For Claim 3, Kobayashi teaches the 
use of a platinum catalyst, (col. 3, line 62 to col. 4, line 15) Kobayashi is silent on 
the specific amount of the platiniun catalyst set forth in the instant claim. However, 
the platinum catalyst amount will affect the curing rate. In other words, tiie 
platiniun catalyst amount is a Result-Effective variable. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to utilize a platinum catalyst in whatever amount through routine 
experimentation in order to afford a con^osition with desired curing rate. 
Especially, Applicants do not show the criticality of the amount of the platinum 
catalyst See MPEP 2144.05 (II). 

7. Claims 10 and 16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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None of the above references, taken alone or in combination, teaches or 
fairly suggest the use of the specific high vinyl silicone gum set forth in the instant 
claims. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
tiie examiner should be directed to Kuo-Liang Peng whose telephone number is 
(571) 272- 1 09 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfril, the 
examiner's supervisor. Randy Gulakowski, can be reached on (571) 272-1302. The 
fax phone number for tiie organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see ht^://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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